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It's been a busy summer at the Confluencenter!

While campus has been quiet, we've been actively planning, creating, and laying the groundwork for
an engaging year ahead.

Here is our summer recap!
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Meet the Minds Shaping the Future of Al this Summer! @&

We’re thrilled to introduce the inaugural recipients of the CCl Horizons — Al Summer Grant: nine
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exceptional students whose innovative projects will explore the transformative potential of artificial
intelligence across disciplines.

This diverse cohort—made up of six graduate and three undergraduate students—represents a wide
range of colleges and fields, including Social & Behavioral Science, Public Health, Humanities,

Education, and Management. ®
Their projects will unfold over the summer, examining Al’s evolving role in education, research, creative
practice, and broader societal impact. The work will culminate in a public showcase during the upcoming

academic year, so stay tuned for that announcement!

The CCIl Horizons — Al Summer Grant reflects Confluencenter’s commitment to bold, imaginative, and

creative inquiry at the intersection of technology and the human experience. It supports students as they
engage in intersectional thinking and pursue innovative, transdisciplinary exploration.

Confluencenter attends the 66th Arizona-Mexico Commission Summit
Held at the Sheraton Grand at Wild Horse Pass, the Confluencenter for Creative Inquiry and other UA
colleagues joined binational leaders dedicated to advancing education, culture, and innovation across

the Arizona-Sonora region.

Dr. Javier Duran, Director of Confluencenter, member of the AMC Board of Directors, and Co-Chair of

AMC Education Committee, continued to help shape regional collaboration through creative inquiry and

cross-border knowledge exchange. At the summit, he, along with binational committee members,
explored the advances the commission has made and opened dialogue with attendees to continue the
conversation on advancing binational education.
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It was meaningful to connect with leaders from both Sonora, Mexico, and Arizona, strengthening the ties
that fuel our shared commitment to education, innovation, and sustainable regional growth.

The Yoices of

¥ FRONTERIDADES

= Episode 5: A Sociocultural & Forensic Anthropologist’s Perspective

In this episode, we speak with sociocultural & forensic anthropologist, Dr. Robin Reineke, about her
binational research project, Forensic Citizenship in the Borderlands into the social and political
responses to deaths and disappearances.

Tune in for an exploration through the lens of ethnographic research, as we unpack Dr. Reineke’s
powerful findings on death, disappearance, and social and political responses.

The Voices of Fronteridades podcast explores the intersection of borders and humanities. Through

conversations with artists, scholars, activists, and community leaders, each episode uncovers how
these individuals are reshaping our understanding of borders.
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Dismantling Borders Through Art, Advocacy, and Education

What happens when students cross classroom walls and step into communities shaped by migration,
resilience, and creativity?

Through the Confluencenter Undergraduate Internship Program, UArizona students partnered with

borderlands organizations to explore life at the U.S.-Mexico border—not through lectures, but lived
experiences.

From creating a powerful mural in South Tucson to connecting with migrants in Nogales, our interns
turned reflection into action and art into advocacy. Through hands-on internships, photovoice projects,
and transformative collaborations, these students aren’t just imagining a borderless world—they’re
helping build one.
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28, Want to see how they derrumban fronteras (break down borders)?

Confluencenter Fellow and Staff Appreciation

We took a few moments this summer to appreciate our staff! We sent off our post doctoral fellow,
Elizabeth Gaxiola (bottom left), as she completed her fellowship with us. She successfully co-led our
Undergraduate Internship Program where she facilitated the Derrumbando Fronteras experiential
learning activity. We truly appreciate the work she did during her time with us and look forOward to what
she does next.

We also awarded our Administrative Associate, Yazmin Vasquez (bottom right), for Dedication and
Impact, honoring her unwavering commitment and for always going above and beyond in service to our
mission. Since joining the Confluencenterin 2018, she’s been the heart of our operations, bridging
campus and community every step of the way.
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Now that you are all caught up, make sure you stay up to date with us by following us on social media,
checking out our Linktree, or visiting our website!

We are so thrilled to jump into the academic year as we prepare events, projects, and
opportunities that will keep you engaged and connected throughout the semester!
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Land Acknowledgment

We respectfully acknowledge the University of Arizona is on the land and territories of Indigenous
peoples. Today, Arizona is home to 22 federally recognized tribes, with Tucson being home to the
O’odham and the Yaqui. The university strives to build sustainable relationships with sovereign
Native Nations and Indigenous communities through education offerings, partnerships, and
community service.


https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d692c61b81e7836fc20e8282bc7c86bc23726005163390a442ac6e3f449bec1dba1bdea105d81992c98747b8f6f6ef6e0e7
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d695feabe10faa294ec0bc05929f94eb1da6e7aa2dd5724a764936151630dfbe212d5b2726f3449145be4d518d003786b35
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d6993532d63c5786b38f48c93b5ff67493d334aeab5fd6255004b669e540c7908276e5b5d300c801c58a32e4933a473e73e
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d698290f0e17eac09392ae69d260cee908595bfa8246782570ecba0092910ac2b02690e48e21bdb14871e95fd16c4e6e8594289a50745b32534
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d6954b6533cae788f7962872d5cf47e30c5293f35110d98fff91cc348946e2f3ee644752ed127917c96f0fe67e8d4a98c51
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d69eb26baaa3e03e362074093be47f8715bbd20cb3a036db81dc31c6a0bbe592a062ac1f0fd02ee6612fdd11f5a9a43999e
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d690136b89d34b74a020b2bf0bb6554d228d63e8fd31bd124a65f2d50be7278effd8820fa0f7391938bb2dad65528234329
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d69d18a15aa75e3f5be371967300c37056b7c9d495473956d4151014fa7475d5856a075e57d8b5ef6e7815ded635a21d0ff
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d69da248e936bf610e3346d83daf5973311ac26a03c27b2de9f7eed93576fd6914622440b4a6e7639baf9319d081cadf46b
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d69e34a2619cd3db1e577023c7e02e354ba6f97567fe0a6a971224613aa20068126a83c1375e4ec14caecb760fb11f12611
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d69558ac12664ae8f3c1e0301b4eadb6084227dc8dfbe697843242413d835cb62fd5f48b23b70e48a3211c0771ba2e25111
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d693e2dfc29352e3a30691b36625350f537ce613b4293093898c3614872d721686783a30d1a5c5a33728b84fe71a16efcc1
https://click.comms.arizona.edu/?qs=f0c9a7ebd5837d69e45a206223241c3258cef3b51fca75ef04004978ef30f7d72d4cad4abfb9a3676dcd00af104f1dcb2f4c1db325ef3b65



